Grand Asian University Sialkot

Faculty of Social Sciences
Department of Islamic Studies

Scheme of Study for PhD (ISLAMIC STUDIES)

Vision

the department strives to address multidimensional challenges through research,
innovation, and the promotion of values rooted in Islamic teachings.
Mission Statement

the department is committed to fostering a transformative learning environment that
promotes critical thinking, innovation, and integrity, while integrating Islamic knowledge
with contemporary challenges and contributing toward the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS).

Program Objectives
The PhD program in Islamic Studies is designed to achieve the following

objectives:

e Advanced Scholarly Development
To develop highly qualified scholars with in-depth knowledge of classical and
contemporary Islamic studies.

e Research Excellence
To equip students with advanced research methodologies and critical analytical
skills for producing original and impactful research.

e Critical & Analytical Thinking
To foster the ability to critically evaluate classical Islamic sources and
contemporary issues in the light of authentic Islamic teachings.

e Integration of Tradition and Modernity



To bridge the gap between traditional Islamic scholarship and modern academic
disciplines.

e Addressing Contemporary Challenges
To prepare scholars capable of addressing modern social, legal, economic, and
ethical issues through Islamic perspectives.

e Academic Leadership
To produce competent educators, researchers, and academic leaders for higher
education institutions.

e Interfaith Dialogue & Global Understanding
To promote dialogue, tolerance, and mutual understanding among different
religions and cultures.

e Policy & Advisory Role
To train scholars for effective participation in policy-making, advisory, and
consultancy roles at national and international levels.

e Contribution to Knowledge
To contribute significantly to Islamic scholarship through original research,
publications, and intellectual discourse.

Duration of the Program and semester wise break-up of workload/ credit hours

Coursework and Residency Requirement: The following requirements shall be fulfilled
before the award of a PhD Degree:

(a) Coursework of 18 credit hours (preferably in the first year) required to be completed.

(b) In case of those students who have previously completed a graduate degree in the same
discipline (MPhil or equivalent), the university shall notify a policy (which may vary by
discipline) with objective criteria allowing such students to receive credit for prior
coursework for not more than 50% of the total credit requirement of the program.

(c) There shall be a residency requirement for a period of at least two years.

Comprehensive Examination: Following the completion of coursework, every PhD student
shall be required to pass a comprehensive examination in order to be granted candidacy
as PhD researcher; provided that if the student fails to pass the comprehensive test, he

or she shall be allowed one more attempt to take the test.



Research Publication: Each PhD researcher shall be required to publish at least one
research paper as its first author during his or her doctoral studies in an HEC approved
Y category (or above) journal for the award of PhD degree.

Degree Completion Timeline: The PhD degree shall be awarded by universities after a
minimum of three (3) years and not more than eight (8) years after the enrolment of the
student; provided that for students who are unable to complete the program within eight
(8) years, the university may designate a competent authority to determine whether the
delay was caused by circumstances beyond the student’s control, and if so, grant an
extension in such exceptional circumstances; provided further that in no event shall the
PhD degree be awarded more than ten (10) years after the enrolment of the student in
the program. The date of notification of the award of the PhD degree subsequent to the
PhD defense shall be considered to be the date of the completion of PhD studies.

PhD Islamic Studies Road map

Program Title: PhD Islamic Studies

Duration: 3-8 years

Total Credit Hours: 32
Sr Courses As per HEC GEP POLICY 2023 Credit Hours
1 Major/Disciplinary 9
2 Elective(1 Course of Introduction to Artificial 9

Intelligence)
3 Understanding of Holy Quran 2
4 Thesis 12
Total 32
Deficiency Course in case of candidate from 9
another field

List of Deficiency Courses Course will be selected from M.Phil. Islamic Studies as per
recommendation of Admission Committee
The standard scheme of studies for PhD in Islamic Studies is given below:



PhD-15t Semester

Sr. No | Course Code | Course Title Title in Urdu | Credit Hours | SDGs
1. ISL-801 Contemporary e oolze 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 16
Trends in Tafseer Sl
2. ISL-802 Modern Philosophy s 5 G 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 9,
and Mechanics of . o SDG 17
Research OLoluo sl ~awds
3. Principles and S oSl 4S8 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 16
ISL-803 Methodology in
Islamic Thought C.)Li.og Jowol
4. ) Understanding of Holy 1,8 ; 1(0-1) SDG 4, SDG 16
UHQ-801 Quran- 1 OLe
PhD-2"Y Semester
Sr. No | Course Course Title Title in Urdu | Credit SDGs
Code Hours
1. ljitihad and solie 5ol sl 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 16, SDG
ISL-804 Objectives of . 10
Shariah AR y
2. Applied Study of IS a3l Coslal 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 16
ISL-805 | Ahadith-Ul-Ahkam <l bl
ISL-806/1Al1-801 | Study of Islam in : 2o 03-0 SDG 4, SDG 8, SDG 9,
3. the Contemporary B R8>8 SDG 10, SDG 17
West/ Elective -1/ adlsl asllao
Introduction to
Artificial Intelligence
4. ) Understanding of 1.5 : 1(0-1) SDG 4, SDG 16
UHQ-802 Holy Quran- 11 S aln's

ISL-899, comprehensive & research work 12 Credit Hours

Note:

1. As per the guidelines of the Higher Education Commission (HEC), one course of
“Artificial Intelligence” shall be offered in place of one existing course, as per the
prescribed policy and directions of HEC. The exact placement and substitution will




be implemented in accordance with HEC guidelines. Additionally, a course on
Understanding of the Holy Quran shall be offered as a mandatory requirement in
accordance with HEC directives

2. The curriculum has also been aligned with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and all courses have been mapped accordingly to
ensure compliance with HEC policies and to promote quality education, ethical
values, social justice, and sustainable development in the light of Islamic
teachings.

3. Elective courses may be revised or replaced based on student enrollment, faculty
availability, and market demand

List of Courses

Ph.D. Scheme of Studies

Core Courses

S.NO Course Code | Course Title Course Title in Urdu
ISL-8XX Interfaith  Dialogue  and
1. Islamic Principles of Adb ul
Ikhtelaf
2 ISL-8XX Applied Study of Ahadith-Ul-
: Ahkam

Elective Courses

£ INQ Course Code Course Title Course Title in Urdu
ISL-8XX .
1. Principles and Methodology in ‘JMI é “’ni“’l )Sg
Islamic Thought .
g G-?L*AB
2. ISL-8XX Islamic Banking and Finance uO>LuJI N CJL.L.JLO
3. ISL-8XX Family & Inheritance Law Slyallg ZS).,...\‘)H ~29
ISL-8XX i . -
4. ﬁﬂﬁ!ﬁd Study of Ayat-Ul- s Gélbol LS ‘als.>>!| &b
ISL-8XX s N
c Applied Study of Ahadith-ul | Sl S a3l sl
: Ahkam 2o
ISL-8XX Muslim Philosophers and o alS N
e Ideologists - ol ~deodls




ISL-8XX Contemporary Political . ..
£ Thoughts and Islam sol Ol Guliw Sac
PsL,.,.‘I
ISL-8XX Contemporary Issues of Muslim “
8. Minorities rolooS  Ooidsl pluo
Pleo
ISL-8XX Contemporary Debates on —
9. Globalization Sl suolze 5y CoSalle
ISL-8XX Study of Islam in the .
10. Contemporary West ~allbe e e sole
ISL-8XX Contemporary Approaches to .
11. the Study of Religions solza S culie ~sllhs
@L:w
12 Applied Study of Ayat-UlI-
: Ahkam
13 Family and Inheritance Law
’ in Islam
14.
15.
List of Deficiency Courses:

Sr. Codes Course CH 17
UN SDGs
alignment

(please
mention
relevant
SDG No.

ISL Advance Arabic Language 3 4t
701

ISL Islamic Economic System & 3 1,8,
704 Banking 12

ISL Islam and Social System 3 11
702
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1. Course Description
This course will provide an opportunity for students of Islamic Studies to have more than basic

knowledge of the philosophies of different disciplines of social sciences, paradigms, mechanics

and methods of research, instrumentation, research design, reporting and reviewing. The students

are also expected to have practical experience of doing research project independently. This

course intends to initiate and deliberate on on-going debates in the identification of research

problems, research as source of addition of knowledge and research methods. The course will

give emphasis on philosophical roots of quantitative, qualitative and mixed method with focus on

practical applications of different research designs. Thus, course involves a lot of readings and

debates on the part of the students. It would help student to review research articles and learn

research processes primarily.

2- Course Objectives
At the end of this course, the students should be able to:

>

YV V V VYV VYV V

To establish a team of highly skilled professionals in the field of Islamic Studies at National

and International level.

Differentiate between quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research approaches to

research

Explain the concept, causation, and logic of research designs
Design different types of sampling

Develop different kinds of research instruments or tool
Describes the mechanics of research

Develop quality research proposals in the areas of their interest

Write a good research report

1. Philosophy of Research
Meaning and Significance of Philosophy



Need for Philosophy of Research
2. Research Methods
Quantitative, Qualitative and Mixed Methods of Research
3. Research Methods in Islamic Studies
Inductive
Deductive
Historical
a) Internal Criticism
b) External Criticism
4. Research Ethics
5. Techniques of Data Collection
Relevancy
Credibility
Validity
Reliability
Financial Resources
Time Availability
Complications in Data
6. Tools of Data Collection
Libraries (Encyclopedias, Research Journals and Books)
Religious sites & Museums
Official & Personal Records
Observation
Surveys & Interviews
Diaries & Expert Opinion
7. The Mechanics of Research
Research Schedule Planning
Research Problem
Dogmas of Empiricism and Instrumentalism
Citations, Quotes and Paraphrasing
Copyrights
Endnotes and Bibliography
Writing Style
Overview of Research Methods
8. The Use of Digital Tools for Research
Digital Research in Islamic Studies
Enlarging Research Boundaries
a) Access to Online Data
b) Access to Institutional Repositories
c) Electronics Journals and Libraries
Data Collection via Valid Digital Applications
Digital Research Methods
a) Online Surveys (google forms)
b) Conducting an interview via Skype, Facebook, Zoom



c) Using a Social Media Platforms (Twitter, Facebook)
9. Application of Research Principles (Practicum/Seminar Presentation)
Selection of Research topic
Preparation of Research Proposal
The teacher will assign each student to prepare research proposal and deliver presentation in the
class followed by discussion
10. Research Report Writing (Practicum/Seminar Presentation)
Steps of Report Writing
Preliminary Pages
The Main body
References and Bibliography
The teacher will assign each student to review of at least two national or international research
papers, to be presented in the class.

3- Suggested Books English

1. Benton, T., Craib, I. (2010). Philosophy of Social Science. The Philosophical Foundations

of Social Thought. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

2. Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: Quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods
approaches. London: Sage Publications.

3. Creswell, J. W. (2012). Research design: Planning, conducting, and evaluating
Quantitative, qualitative research. London: Pearson.

4. Fraenkel,J. R., Wallen, E. N., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate research

in education. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Gall, M. D, Gall, J. P., & Borg, W. R. (2003). Educational research: An introduction.

New York: Pearson

7. Johnson, B., & Christensen, L. (2012). Educational research: Quantitative, qualitative and
mixed approaches. London: Sage Publications.
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